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EPA wants Grace*°to raze buildings
LIBBY (AP) — W.R. Graceand Co. spent about $2 millionlast year to decontaminate f ivebuildings of asbestos residue at aformer vermiculite export plantnear downtown libby.N o w , the EnvironmentalProtection Agency wants thecompany to demolish the city-owned buildings, where asbestoscontamination was discoveredearly in 2000.Company o f f i c i a l s maintainthe buildings aren't a health risk."We know of no reason totear them down. We f e l t we suc-ce s s fu l ly cleaned them," Gracespokesman Alan Stringer said."They can order us to do it; that'stheir prerogative, and we'll haveto comply."The EPA approved Grace ' scleanup plan last f a l l .However, over the winter,asbestos fibers continued to f i l t e rout of cracks in the wood, EPAon-site coordinator PaulPeronard said."They didn't clean well," hesaid. "Right now, w e ' r e trying toresolve a satisfactory restoratipnplan."Stringer acknowledged thatasbestos fibers were found thisspring around the foundations of

the buildings.Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s areworking with the city and formertenants Mel and J u d y Burnett todevise a plan for the property.The Burnetts' retail lumberbusiness and planing mill wasrelocated to U.S. 2 in Libby lastsummer, and it's unknown yetwhether the business will moveback to its previous location oncei t ' s deemed clean.Vermiculite was processedand bagged there for decades,causing asbestos contamination,particularly hi the soil.Contaminated soil has beenhauled back to the vermiculitemine near Libby.The EPA is coordinating test-ing and cleanup at several Libbysites this summer, including vari-ous schools and facilities.Peronard wants all the schooltesting done and problems reme-died before classes begin in thef a l l . Meanwhile, testing in Libbyhouses continues and data willbe compiled by this f a l l . .About 20,000 of the 80,000cubic yards of toxic soil stock-piled at the Raintree Nursery sitehave been hauled back to themine.


